Amber Hannah – 6th Feb 2026
Amber is an influencer and podcast host based in Manchester. @aquaaamber on Instagram and TikTok. She spoke on TikTok about her experience of being watched on a camera in her flat in her final year of university.
This happened years ago when Amber was in her final year of studying Law. At the time there was a bit of a grey area around hidden cameras, filming without consent etc – tech not as advanced. People didn't know it could happen and what their rights were.
Amber and her two friends were viewing a flat to live in for their final year of university. During the viewing, they saw a camera behind the kitchen door. It was quite a heavy fire door which the estate agents held open the whole time. Amber says she did notice something weird behind the door but didn’t think anything of it – you wouldn’t assume on first glance that it was a camera. It was a nice apartment, a house that had been converted into apartments. It wasn’t accomodation owned or affiliated with the university, not student halls or anything like that, but the company did target students. The name of the company had ‘student’ in it for example, and they owned loads of flats in the area near the university.
Moving in – Amber and her friends saw the camera behind the kitchen door, and were just in utter disbelief. They couldn’t believe it was really a camera. The first few days they’d been walking around in their underwear etc, as you would do when you’re living with girls. Once they realised it was a camera, they searched the flat. There were no cameras in the bedroom, just in the open plan living room and kitchen. She and her friend were studying Law, they kicked off at the company. At first, the company said they have the right to keep cameras in a communal space.
Then, the company started sending a man round to the flat to carry out weekly ‘inspections’. They gave no notice, the man would just let himself into the flat whenever. It wasn’t regular or at the same time each week, so they had no idea when he would turn up. The company said they had a weird points system for cleaning, the inspections were to make sure the girls were keeping the place clean.
Amber felt things were really off – she'd never ever heard of anything like this happening before in a student flat, and when she spoke to her friends they hadn’t either. She told the company she and her friends didn’t consent to being filmed, and asked to remove them. The company said again that they had the right to have a camera in communal spaces to make sure the girls were keeping the place clean, in case of disputes or if anything breaks etc. The company said they weren’t watching the camera, it was just a security measure. Amber still felt things were really off, and she began covering up the camera with a sock.
Amber then started receiving loads of threatening emails, telling her to uncover the camera. They would even say “take the sock off the camera”, indicating that they were watching her and knew she’d been covering it with a sock. Once, her friend had her boyfriend round, and they were making food in the kitchen. The company emailed them asking if the boyfriend even lived there, if he didn’t he would have to leave etc. They were clearly being watched all the time. This was going on during lockdown, which just contributed to the feeling of being watched and trapped – there was literally no escape from the camera.
Since Amber was studying Law, she went to her uni lecturers for help and advice on what they could do in this situation. Even the lecturers were shocked, they had never ever seen anything like this before. They advised them to keep the camera covered, but that was all they could do for now. They could potentially escalate it to court but this would take a lot of time and money, which Amber and her friends didn’t have, being students trying to write their dissertations. Amber feels that this is why the company preyed on students, because they knew they were vulnerable and didn’t have the means to escalate things further.
Legally, it was tricky because Amber and her friends had entered into a legal contract with their tenancy agreement – which only said that cameras would be placed in the communal areas of the building. Amber says this was so sly, as you would assume that they meant in the entrance of the building, in the communal hallways, etc – no-one would assume this meant there would be cameras inside the flat, in the living room. There was nothing in the contract about the weekly inspections.
It was difficult for them to figure out whether this would count as a civil dispute and would be taken to civil court as a private matter between individuals, or if it counted as a criminal offence. Technically the company had not broken any laws, but they were ultimately watching and recording Amber without her consent.
Amber says she ultimately had to live with it, she knew they were moving out in the summer anyway – they said they would just hold on for another couple of months. Knowing the man who worked for the company had access to the apartment, could come in whenever, they felt so unsafe and vulnerable. Far too much access to them and their privacy. There was an element of feeling played – the company didn’t say anything about cameras at the viewing, why its there. So sus – if it was all above board then surely they would’ve mentioned it. There were fewer inspections towards the end as Amber kicked up a fuss, but the camera remained. She almost feels that by kicking up a fuss, it drew more attention to the camera and marked them out as a ‘problem’.
There was nothing her university could do about the situation, as the flat was run by a private company. All they could do was advise them on the situation, but the university didn’t have any power to step in.
Amber works freelance doing social media and her podcast – flexible hours, she’ll send over her availability. She’s based in Didsbury in Manchester, is happy to appear on camera and happy for us to use her TikTok.
